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of the Protestant army by the Spanish General
D'Avila at Nimegucn on the igth of April, 15/4,
when Lewis and his younger brother Henry, with
Christopher, the son of the Elector Palatine, and
other German allies were killed.

Though hardly any of them can now be traced,
Sidney appears at this time to have written many
letters to his friends in England, besides those to
Languct, on political events. Early in May, as he
reported, he sent to the Earl of Leicester a full
account of the state of opinion in Italy produced by
the recent victory of the Spaniards. " Perhaps some
good may come of my letter," he said ; " at any
rate I would rather be blamed for too little wisdom
than for lack of patriotism/' To him it seemed
strange and wrong that England did not go to the
assistance of the Prince of Orange and his brave
associates in their grand battle for liberty and for
principles that should be as dear to all honest men
elsewhere as they were to the Netherlander; and he
blamed the German Protestants yet more for their
cowardice and apathy. All save the Elector Pala-
tine, he complained, seemed resolved to ruin their
people and disgrace themselves. Some of these
unworthy princes cared for nothing but moistening
their throats; others threw their time away on
idle hunting-parties; others squandered wealth in
such foolish work as altering the course of rivers.

In another letter he checked himself in the midst
of some playful talk. " My dear Languet, what are
we doing ? Jesting in times like these ! I cannot
think there is any man, possessed of common under-